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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UNIONS
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES UNIONS SCIENTIFIQUES

Officers : Secrelariat :
Prol. MGK. Menon (indly), President Execubve Secrelary : Julia Maron-Lelévie
Prol. G Dooge (Ilelaﬂ President-aloct 51, boulevard de Monmorency, F-15016 Pasis, France
Prof- W.E Gordon (USA}, Vica-President Telephona : (33 1) 45250329 - Telogiams : ICSU Paris 016

Prof, JWM. la Rivideo (Notharlands), Sectelary Genaral

Telox: ICSU 630553 F « Tolalax (33 1) 428894 31
D, M. Pt {Francs), Treasurer

Enail: Omnel ICSL. Paiiy, ICSU @ FRMOP11.Eam Tolocom Gold 10075 : 0BI0126

1CSU STATEMENT ON GENE PATENTING

The International Council of Scientific Unfons (ICSU) is an
international non-governmental organization whose mandate includes
the promotion of coogcration in the basic sciences, and the safeguarding

. of the principle of the universality of science and of the (ree flow of
scientific knowledge, )

The Council is aware of the tremendous potential benefit of genctic
research for humanity and realizes that new ethical and social dimensions
arise from this, Accordingly, ICSU strongly believes that efforts to
gatent genetic information should not jeopardize cither progress in the

asic sciences or access to the information which is necessary for such
progress to continue,

ICSU asserts its view that information about nucleic acid
sequences cannot be patented per se.  Such sequences should be
patentable solely within the context of their demonstrated significance
and/or application (e.g. regulatory signals, antisensc RNAs, probes,
etc...) -- and not ol their Potcntia] oroducts (e.g. proteins) -- and
prov}d]ed that this can be shown to be "novel", "non-obvious" and
"useful”. .

Under such circumstances, patenting of complcmcntu?{ DNA
sequences (¢cDNAs) would distort the patent process, which is designed
to protect applications, methods and products, on the basis of proven
facts and not mere expectations, and normally serves society by
stimulating the investments and developments necessary to provide uscful
products and services, Any deviation from such patenting principles
would run counter to the bes( interests of science and hinder international
collaboration in such cndeavours, ICSU therefore cautions against
decisions which may be irreversible, such as those possibly emerging as a
result of the recent patent reguests concerning complementary DNA

(¢cDNA) sequences corresponding to portions of unknown messenger
RNAs (mnRNA), :

ICSU urges the relevant authorities, particularly in countries where
patent applications in this fleld have been or are soon (o be filed, to
consider such applications taking duc account of the possible
implications and to cnsure a strict application of cstablished patenting
principles, thercby setting an example {or other countries in which similar
cases may arise in the future.

ICSU would welcome a formal international agreement on this
subject.

Paris, June 1992
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IEEE Int’l. Conf. on Robot and Human Communication, EBCAZE, 1992,9,1-3
Seminar held by ICSSID,1992.9,7-14,
HHIRE CHEWEDEE | —BAEREMENT (FAHEZFES : Tel (0425)72-1670,
Fax(0425)75-4856)
EHNHE S TAXRIF e ayEa—% ) . BEMBENRA, 1992, 9, 11
finwabhed : HAIBY (8) BORERRIZAT (# BE : Tel (03)3288-8280,
Fax (03)3265-4251)
2nd International Conference & Exhibition on Computer Applications to Materials
and Molecular Science and Engineering(CAMSE '92), Yokohama, 1992,9,22-25
Call for papers(deadline 1992,2,29)
5th Irish Conference on Artificial Intelligence and Cognitive Science
University of Limerick, Ireland, 1992, 9, 10-11
Contact: aics92@ul.ie
EIRAGRE SIS 1992,9,17, (BEMNEAS1-2EHEMI)
Conference on Computational Lexicography and Text Reearch, Budapest, 1992, 10, 4-8
Contact: Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Linguistics, Budapest, P.0.
Box 19, 1250 Hungary
Society for Literature and Science Annual Conference, 1992, 10, 8-11
Contact:Pamela Gossin, History of Science, 601 Elm, Room 622
Univ. of Oklahoma, Oklahma 73019
ICEBOL6,Dakota State University,1992,10,15-16,
Contact:E.Johnson,E-mail ERIC@SDNET.BITNET
55th AIS Annual Meeting, Information Management on the Move,
Pittsburgh, Hilton,1992, 10,26-29
Contact: Dr. Julie Hurd, University of Illinois at Chicago,
3500 Science and Engineering S.,Bos 8198, Chicago,Illinois 60680
EDUCOM792 --Charting Our Courses(Setting a National Agenda for Information Technology
and Higher Education)
Contact: Diane Balestri. Conference Chair:
EDUCOM’'92 P.0.Box 66, Hopewell , NJ 08525
E-mail:EDUCOM92@EDUCOM (Bitnet)
RS TAXRIF L av Ba—¥ ) . BFERA%E, 1992, 11,27
MWEbhE : HAIBM (FF) HOEERRISCAT (¥ B(E : Tel (03)3288-8280,
Fax(03)3265-4251)
Modern Langage Association (MLA) convention
New York City, 1992, 12, 27-30, Contact: P.Fortier,
FORTIEQUOFMCC.BITNET
EHAES TARIF L av Ba—y ) | IBMIEEKRSE, 1993, 3, 5
MWEDHEE : HAIBM () BORERITZAT (4t K& : Tel(03)3288-8280,
Fax(03)3265-4251)
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