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Advisory Commiti

Steve Amold
Data Courier, USA

Tomas Baiget
CIDC, Spain

Pat Baird
Universitv of Strathclvde,

Arnoud de Kemp
Springer-Verlag, FRG

Patrick Gibbins
Pergamon Compact Soluti
UK

Message from the Chairman s

any years ago when I took an
Air India flight (regretfully
only on a leg within Europe!) |

was assigned seat number 13A.
Icouldn't find the seat, neither could the
cabin crew and nor could the captain who
happened along just then. Row 13 it
appeared didn't exist on the plane. Since
then I've noticed that other airlines also do
not use Row 13. The number 13 is often
left out of house numbers and hotels and
office blocks sometimes have no
designated 13th floor. An exception to this
dropping of the number 13 in a series is to
be found in the library, information and
publishing industries (actually the
calendar doesn't drop it either — but look
at the trepidation when Friday 13th comes

around!). We always have, for instance, a
volume 13 in both journals and book
series and we always have the 13th annual
conference in just about every subject
under the sun. And so it is by simple
mathematical logic and numeracy that the
International Online Information Meeting
reaches the number 13 Being a great one
for symmetry and such things [ wanted to
have 13 people on the Advisory
Committee and 13 themes for you to
choose from — but then I thought this
might set a precedent and get a little out of
hand. I mean when we reach the 25th
International Online Information Meeting
do we want 25 people on the Committee
and 25 themes? [ don't think so!

I have mentioned before that the
International Online Information Meetin
has spawned similar online meetings in
many parts of the world and it is truly
gratifying to see one being organized in
Moscow later this year. Such meetings
bring individuals from many different
organizations and countries together in a
process of give and take, teaching and
learning, buying and selling. The
cooperation and exchanges that thus go ¢
at the Meetings create an enduring
worldwide web of dependency and
support which serves to strengthen and
bind the fundamental structure of society
not only the information industry.

In life there are winners and losers and

Themes

n keeping with previous years, the
I 13th Online Meeting will consist of

both unsolicited and invited papers

in a wide range of themes. Themes
in which papers are particularly sought
are given below and, as usual. these are
given for guidance only. There is always
room for good. research-oriented, papers
on comparisons of databases. networks.
search languages and techniques. costs
and pricing, performance and reliability.
Thoughtful and thought-provoking papers
giving practical experience and reasoning
are preferred to mere descriptive papers.
The quality of many papers submitted to
previous Online Meetings left much to be
desired and the Advisory Committee and
Paper Reviowers will be strict when
making their assessment and
recommendation of acceptance. It is
anticipated that there will be a panel
session looking at database publishing
(online CD-ROM and print products) from
the publishers® point of view and covering
such aspects as selecting products to
publish and the most appropriate media:
financial principles, costs of publishing,
marketing considerations and the like.

Suggested themes for Online Information 89

INFORMATION ANALYSIS

Its role in R&D; information analysis
centres: information analysts as part of
research team; methods and techniques
(including online) used in information
analysis

GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

. SYSTEMS

Mapping; image processing; CD-ROM
systems; global databases: GRID; remote
sensing data: census statistics: data
acquisition problems; workstations

SPEECH INPUT/OUTPUT

Audiotex: voice messaging; voice notes to
documents: vocabulary pronunciation on
CD-ROMs

SEARCHING FOREIGN LANGUAGE
DATABASES

Linguistic problems: problems of
searching in foreign languages: problems
of understanding; content analysis: is the
content worth searching; particular
reference to Japanese, Russian, Arabic
databases

USER INTERFACES IN MULTIMEDIA
SYSTEMS-

WIMPS; interface design; hums )
computer interaction: guideline.. .~
principles; ergonomics; comparisons of
input devices (mice, touch, tablets, light
pens, roller/track balls etc)

NETWORKING FULL-TEXT AND
MULTIMEDIA DOCUMENTS
Problems of transferring full-text and
multimedia documents over networks:
locally, nationally and internationally;
solutions; systems

ONLINE IN THE COMMUNITY

How online can be used to enhance
community life and work: eletronic
villages: distance learning; electronic
bookmobiles: community information
services

REAL-TIME, TRANSACTIONAL AND
REFERENCE SYSTEMS

Systems and services: pricing structures:
historical (reference) data: techniques for
stock exchange and dealing; workstations:
end-user behaviour
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Online Information 89

Sauli Laitinen
VTT Technical Rescarch Centre
of Finland, Finland

Anne Morris
Loughborough University, UK

Shawky Salem
Arab Centre for Medical
Literature, Kuwait

Martha Williams
University of Illinois, USA

/
oubtless the number 13 will be unlucky
»r some — but at 13, the International
Inline Information Meetings are still
urging ahead forging out new paths on
rhich producers, suppliers, designers,
onsultants and users can meet, form and
uild on the lasting relationships which
nderlie the information industry as a
rhole.

'S. At last year's Meeting we had a great
lccess with the Hyper Card stack

repared specially for the Online Meeting.

‘his year, we plan to have a special area
st aside where you can show any
lypercard stacks that you have
eveloped. If you want to do this please
heck the appropriate box.

JNVERGENCE OF ONLINE, LIBRARY
UTOM A TION AND CD-ROMs

se ofl al media in libraries and
formau.un centres: CD-ROM versus
iline: integrated library systems

[/EXPERT SYSTEMS FOR ONLINE
10wledge-based systemis: knowledge
presentation and indexing; intelligent
arch techniques; expert systems in
srarv domains

YPERMEDIA

vpertext/hypermedia concepts: design
sues; query and search techniques:
ymparisons of hypermedia with other
chniques of indexing; storing and
trieving data

4

- fyou would like to submit a paper, please write to the

Organizing Secretary as soon as possible AND BY 31 MAY

1989 AT THE LATEST giving details of your proposed paper,

including title and abstract of at least 300 words. Remember
your abstract is the key to whether your proposed paper is initially
accepted or rejected, therefore it is in your own interest to make sure
itis as detailed as possible. If your proposed paper is provisionally
accepted., you will be asked to submit a typescript of the complete
paper BY 31 JULY 1989 AT THE LATEST. Please note that papers
must be presented in English and will be subject to stringent
refereeing procedures. Accepted papers will be published in the
Conference Proceedings and authors will receive 25 offprints of their
contribution.

AUTHORS
[:] I wishi to offer a paper (title and synopsis below)

EXHIBITORS

[] 1wouldbeinterestedin exhibiting.
Please send me further details.

O I wish to offer a product review (title and synopsis below)

D We have developed a HyperCard Stack and are interested in
demonstrating it.

SPECIAL SESSIONS OR SEMINARS

D Iwould be interested in organizing a special session or seminar.
Please give brief outline and names of potential speakers.

DELEGATES

D I would be interested in attending the conference
[ Please send me further details when available (September 1989)

D Please send me further details of the 10th National Online
Meeting to be held in New York from 9-11 May 1989.

MY ADDRESS IS AS FOLLOWS: (BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE)
Prof/Dr/Mr/Ms. (delete as appropriate)

Given Name

Surname

Organization

Department

Postal Address

Post Code

Country
Signature Telephone

Title of Paper

Author(s) & Affiliation(s)

PLEASE ATTACH A SYNOPSIS OF UP TO 300 WORDS

Return to:
The Organizing Secretary, Learned Information Ltd,
Woodside, Hinksey Hill, Oxford, 0X1 5AU, England

“® & NOLLVINIOANT ANTING
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