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Highlights of issues raised at the WDCM symposium
1. Value of Biological Resource Centres

- Provision of authenticated cultures and cell lines

- Preservation of living cultures

- Patent deposit facilities

- Provision of information on strains I access to databases

- Education and training

- Centres of taxonomic expertise I research element

- Other services (e.g. identifications, bulk supply of cultures for
screening, reference cultures for quality control)



2. Current and future challenges

- Raise awareness of importance of BRCs to customers, policy makers,
scientific community and general public

- Improved quality control

-~ Access to databases, genomics, proteomics and phenomics

- Build up world stocks of fully characterised, culturable organisms
- Balance between service provision and research

- Interaction between service and specialist collections

- Provision of well equipped laboratories

- Attraction and retention of skilled staff

3. Scope for international collaboration

- Specialisation of BRCs into scientific/taxonomic areas

- Co-ordinated accession policies

- Exploitation of local and regional diversity

- Sharing of expertise

-~ Minimise duplications

- To establish quality control strategies for bio-materials: Collaborative
research improved preservation techniques, representative sampling of
microbial diversity

- Joint promotion of the value of BRCs

- Pump prime funding for collaborative work

- National focus + regional perspective= scope for international collaboration

E:YUROYLDT T 5 TFAMF 7 MaEW http://uden.nig.ac. jp/ & T
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