HHRARFERE 11 M H S = #ifam £ (2003.5.24)
RN R EMFCLENFEEBOEOOEBEY 7 UL T Y=
OFHA. LK
A Theory and a Computer Tool for Quick Understanding of an Economic Article
OSchu Hirata, Makoto Yokoyama

While search technologies have made marked progress in recent years, it is yet time
consuming and laborious to read references output after searching. Particularly so, to
Japanese reading English journals. From our experiences, we knew that sentences
having numbers are more meaningful in an article. We came to an idea that if such
number-containing sentences are extracted, it will be helpful for a reader to quickly
grasp an outline of the article. This report is a result of our examination of the theory,
and we developed a PC tool for extracting such number-containing sentences.
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"T am not allowed to talk about my country's public health," the physician, from one of
Beijing's premier hospitals, said to a reporter arriving for a scheduled interview.
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China's vast network of public hospitals, rural clinics, and private facilities is now so
inequitable and inefficient that many public health professionals see the country as
one of the weakest links in the global medical system.
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Already more than 5 million Chinese suffer from tuberculosis, the second-highest

number on the planet - and a large number of the cases are drug-resistant.
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China is also belatedly waking up to a crisis with AIDS, already estimated to affect
more than 1 million people.
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That number could soar to 10 million to 20 million by 2010, making China one of the
hardest hit countries in the world, says a recent report by the Center for Strategic &
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International Studies in Washington.
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The spread of the disease from southern China looks to be producing the first global
epidemic in the 21st century.
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Sources say Vice-Minister Wu Yi has just pledged $55 million to fight SARS.
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Premier Wen Jiabao, on April 13, said that although progress against SARS had been

made, "the overall situation remains grave,"
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With relatively low expenditures, the mainland was able to ensure basic health for 5%

of its population, slashing infant and maternal mortality rates.
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"China used to be regarded as one of the great success stories" in public health, says
Jagadish Upadhyay, a lead project officer for health in China at the World Bank in
Washington.
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That quickly began to change, however, when Deng Xiaoping launched economic
reforms in 1979 and carried out a massive decentralization that devolved responsi-
bility and funding of public health to the provinces, cities, and even townships.
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As a result, the portion of total health care funded by Beijing has fallen from 36% in
1980 to less than 20% now.
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After all, China's total health expenditures have soared more than tenfold in that
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period, to $48 billion today.
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The seven provinces and autonomous regions in the far west - a vast area home to
China's poorest people - only get §%.
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Health-care costs have jumped 500% to 6§00% over the last 10 years.
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Not only is the care available markedly worse for China's 800 mi | 1 ion rural inhabitants
and migrant workers but the vast majority of the rural population, some 90%, are

without any insurance at all.
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Urban residents are much better served under a medical social insurance program
initiated in 1998 by former Premier Zhu Rongji or through other programs.
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But a full 45% who are self-employed, jobless, elderly, or work for private companies
are uninsured.
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Take one 23-year-old Beijing tour guide, whose business has been badly hit by the
SARS scare. :
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