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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to find a method for enlarging the subject bibliography on
"poverty," a multidisciplinary subject in social sciences. We investigated a method for
retrieving related documents using semantic and citation retrieval methods. The sources
of this study are the International Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS) and the
Social Science Citation Index (SSCI). A set of 791 items on "poverty" (called Set P) were
retrieved from the IBSS (including 129,568 items) by semantic searching using class
numbers (on poverty), descriptors (“poverty"), and title words ("poverty" or "poor"). An-
other set of 3,255 items (called Set B) were found in the SSCIby citing the items in Set P.
A third set of 133,896 items (called Set, C) were cited by the items in Set B. A direct cita-
tion relationship between Set P and Set B, and a co-citation relationship between Set P
and Set C were examined. Then, the subject bibliography on "poverty" was enlarged by
combing the entire ZBSS (including Set P) and Set B or Set C. The authors conclude that
the method in this study is useful for finding out subjects relative to "poverty" inside the
IBSS, and for retrieving documents on "poverty" outside the IBSS. .
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