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The need for quality filters in
biomedical databases Shigeaki Yamazaki

The National Library of Medicine(NLM) has a long-standing tradition of providing
health professionals access to information in biomedical literature through
database services. The need for quality filters in biomedical databases is
increasingly required. One of the way NLM assists users is to add subsequent
notices of retractions and errata to citations of articles indexed in Medline. Users
who search Medline will be informed if they retrieve a citation for an article that
has subsequently been retracted, and an article in which a substantive error has
been noted. NLM links the citations to the published retraction notices or errata
using the headings of publication type(PT). Another of the way NLM assists users
is to find the best evidence from clinical trials(CTs) and randomized controlled
trials(RCTs) in the Medline database. The Cochrane Collaboration is working with
the NLM to identify the published papers on CTs and RCTs. CTs and RCTs are
now increasingly being used to evaluate the effectiveness of health care
infervention. In order to improve the use of Japanese databases in medicine,
JMEDICINE and Igaku Chuo Zasshi(Japana Centra Revuo Medicina) should be

suggested to index adequate information on clinical trials, retraction, and errata.
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