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University evaluation systems were introduced in 2004 and ten years later, some challenges are

emerging. One is the establishment of intemal quality assurance system in universities and the other is

universities' performance measurement in relation to the current HE policy on university revolution.

These challenges require decision making to be based more on 'Institutional Research (IR)' which

enables analyzing universities' education and research activities internally. However, Japan lacks a

common database to be used for IR, similar to the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System

(IPEDS) of the US and the database of Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) in the UK. The

new 'University Portrait' web site and its background data warehouse are currently being constructed

by a consortium of some universities associations. Based on data analysis using the old database by
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NIAD-UE, it was recognized that data distribution ofsome indicators such as graduation rate and
dropout rate are very different among disciplines. Database system must enable drill down analysis
from university to departments and comparison within the same disciplines.

=^-v-K: xmm, ir,

University evaluation, quality assurance, institutional research, internal quality assurance, database ofuniversity
informarion
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