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Selection based on Technologies of the Internet" (in
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Abstract:

This paper describes a book-selection assistance
system for children's books working on the Internet.
The system includes two sub-systems; one interacts
with children and helps them select books, and the
other helps adults select books for their children from
the viewpoint of the developmental tasks. The former
sub-system is designed to draw children's interests
through user-friendly interaction using multimedia
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information such as graphical images, animation and
audio sounds. A set of picture books and novels is
classified based on their backgrounds, leading
characters, impression and subjects of their contents.
The system interacts with the users showing images
that represent these aspects and selects a set of books
during the interaction phases. The bibliographic data
including brief explanation of each book is encoded
in SGML and accessed via WWW. The interaction
images are displayed using a set of Java applets. The
latter sub-system shows a map which shows the
characteristics of books gained by statistical analysis
of the scores given by adult readers in the aspects of
ten developmental tasks, e.g., sense of humor,
perseverance, and so on. The whole system operates
on a WWW client which is w1dely available on the
Internet.
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