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Developing an English Thesaurus Database oTatsuya Yamazaki
System with Evolving Semantics of Words Issei Fujishiro
| Yasuhiko Ikebe

Abstract

In traditional English thesauri, it is difficult for a user to choose from a synonym lst,
adequate words which can be used in his/her context. To resolve this difficulty, this paper
designs and implements an English thesaurus database system with evolving semantics of
words. The salient feature of the thesaurus database system is that it keeps track of word

evolution from the Proto-Indo-European to modern English.
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shikibu> ./find etwo

Input a spell you want to search

>occupation

Modern English

0: (noun) Activity pursued as a livelihood

1: (noun) The holding of something ,such as position
input number what you want to know its synonyms

>0

0: occupation

1: vocation

oo R -
input number what you want to know its origin
>0

The word has 1 ancest
(occupation,Modern Engllsh) has (occupacioun,Middle English,occupation)

LE ] ¢,% LEd

(occupacion,01d French) has (occupare,Latin,to seize)
oe % oo

(capere,Latin) has (kap-,Indo-European root,to grasp)
e ﬁ% oo

Continue? y/n

>y

0: occupation

1: vocation

o0 se

input number what you want to know its origin
>1

The word has 1 ancestor
(vocation,Modern English) has (vocatio,Latin,a calling)

The word has 1 ancestor )
(vocatio,Latin) has (vocare,Latin,to call)

The word has 1 ancestor
(vocare,Latin) has (wek(w)-,Indo-European root,to speak)

Continue? y/n
>n
shikibu>
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